A case report of lymphangioleiomyomatosis presenting as spontaneous pneumothorax.
Spontaneous pneumothorax is a commonly encountered problem in the Emergency Department. Patients are often treated without further investigation for an underlying etiology. We present a patient who was unable to completely resolve a pneumothorax and was found to have lymphangioleiomyomatosis (LAM), a rare cystic lung disease. In the past, LAM was difficult to diagnose and had a mortality of 100% after 10 years, but now there is a 71% survival after 10 years. Recent research has led to increased characterization of the pathology and radiographic findings. This article briefly presents the case and discusses the etiology, diagnosis, and treatment of LAM.